Westminster Education Forum policy conference:

Next steps for climate change and sustainability education in England
Timing: Morning, Thursday, 30" April 2026

***Taking Place Online***
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Chair’s opening remarks FORUM
Senior Parliamentarian

Implementing climate and sustainability education across the curriculum in England

Lauren M¢Leod, Head, Education Policy, Royal Society of Biology; and Member, Curriculum Drafters Group

Questions and comments from the floor

‘The role of nature in supporting schools with climate learning and adaptation’
David Drake, Director, People and Nature, Natural England

Developing whole-school approaches to sustainability education across primary and secondary education - national policy,
curriculum sequencing, and teacher confidence
Curriculum and Assessment Review and the Government’s response | embedding climate change and sustainability across key stages |

citizenship lessons to teach climate education | promoting curriculum coherence and sequencing | building confidence and subject
knowledge | assessing climate change understanding and application across the curriculum [ tackling misinformation and ensuring
scientific rigour in climate education | curriculum time and resourcing | supporting teacher professional and pedagogical development |
supporting access to outdoor spaces

Professor Sylvia Knight, Head, Education, Royal Meteorological Society

Matija Tomanovic, National Campaigns Manager, Curriculum and Assessment, NEU

Dr Becky Kitchen, Head, Professional Development, Geographical Association

Michelle Williams, LLB, NPQML, NPQSL Geography, and Climate Education Lead, St Peter's Primary School, Harrogate

Senior representative, secondary school

Questions and comments from the floor

Supporting access to outdoor learning and assessing the impact of the National Education Nature Park
Dr Jessica Tipton, Head, National Education Nature Park, Natural History Museum
Questions and comments from the floor

Chair’s closing remarks
Senior Parliamentarian

Break

Chair’s opening remarks
Senior Parliamentarian

Developing the natural history GCSE - progress, curriculum design, and assessment
Senior speaker confirmed from Cambridge OCR

Measuring progress and priorities for climate change and sustainability assessment
options for assessing climate knowledge and application | balancing knowledge, skills, and practical learning [ role of fieldwork and

practical elements in assessment | ensuring consistency with wider assessment reform | assessing cross-curricular climate literacy
beyond science and geography [ validity and reliability of climate-related assessment approaches [ equity and accessibility in climate
assessment across different school and college contexts

Jo Harris, Education Manager, Field Studies Council

Ruth Webster, Project Support Officer, Westmorland And Furness Council

Robbie Kirkman, Education Team Lead, Eden Project

Senior representative, school

Questions and comments from the floor

Assessing post-16 pathways and supporting progression into green industries
climate and sustainability learning beyond compulsory education | alignment of teaching with the existing Sustainability and Climate

Change Strategy | developing partnerships between further education and employers | strengthening green skills employment pathways
| coherence between schools, further and higher education climate education pathways [ ensuring parity of esteem between

academic, technical, and vocational routes | alignment with regional and local labour market needs in green industries

Professor Julia P Myatt, Academic Director, Sustainability Education and Professor, Collaborative Education, University of
Birmingham

Andrea Debbane, Chief Sustainability Officer, JLR

Chelsie Naylor, Sustainability Lead, Bradford College

Senior representative, local authority

Questions and comments from the floor

Policy priorities for climate change and sustainability education
Gayle Boulton, Head, Sustainability Support, Department for Education
Questions and comments from the floor

Chair’s and Westminster Education Forum closing remarks
Senior Parliamentarian
Sean Cudmore, Westminster Education Forum




